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KENNETH McPHEETERS, above left, and Robert Brown Pasadena. Heritage Housing holds a walk-through
examine the fireplace at the Merrill house in tour for interested contractors, below.
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S eritage Housing, an arm of
S Wamen _d {2 Mowisd the historic preservation
group Pasadena Heritage,
ASADENA — The Sam lans to sell the home to a
Merrill house doesn’t bow- or moderate-income
look too bad for a 91- uysr.
year-old, sapeeially Painters, floor refinishers,
one that has suffered carpenters, and just about
years of neglect. every other kind of trades-
The 1285 N. Summit Ave. may visited the house last
home, considered an out- week to pick up bid specifica-
standing ple of the tions and see for themselves
work of architects Greene & whet eeds to be done,
Greene, even survived a stint 1 was expecting it to be
as a crack house not long W"m'-”&pﬁd"“n” o oK
before Heritage Housing sh;jgﬂa&lit hael? ﬁ,‘e °“§f,de'
Partners bought it in 1999, Jones of Sunwest Hardwood | wood,” Jones said. Aneelo gdichael'%agamtil%g
But the contractors who Floors, as he viewed the dull, The fixing-up of the his- as ﬁe surveyed the interior
toured it Thursday in antici- | rough, but intact floorboards | toric home will be neither "It needsya lot of work.
pation of a rehabilitation in the living rcom. quick nor cheap — at least But there are a lot of nice
project found the 1910 home The particular cut of woed | six to eight months, and details if you look closely,”
had weathered the years he was examining, known as | probably more than $100,000. | 1400 caid '
gracefully. quartered oak, “was promi- But once it's done, this The house was built for
“Qak, you know, it can nently used back in the time | formerly abandoned archi-
take a licking,” said Jeff because it was such a stable | tectural treasure will once Please tum to MERRILL / A4
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Home survived stint
- as crack house

Continued from A3

Samuel L. Merrill, a conserva-
tionist and friend of John Muir,
founder of the Sierra Club. It's
listed on the Nativnal Register
of Historic Places.

Situated on a deep, spacious
lot — it's said Merril], a former
rancher, chose the lot because it
had so many fruit trees on it —
the home has three bedrooms
i:;uzg an add-on room built before

The big rehabilitation tasks
include repairing the fireplace
o ol s i

e modern 0ors
added in front.

But the wood, inside and out,
has never been painted and
won't have to be stripped, and
the original wood shingles
remain. There aren't many sig-
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nificant changes other than the
i doors and add-on
room.

“The good news is, it's been
largely untouched since 1910,
and the bad news is, it’s been
largely untouched since 1910,
said Diana Britt, a member of
Heritage Housing’s board of
directors

This will be the fourth home
renovated under the Heritage
Housing program, Itll probably
go for more than §200,00.

The organization was able to
buy the house only because
Washington Mutual Bank,
which had foreclosed on it, sold
the entire property to them for
Just $40,000.

Heritage and city officials say
they hope the renovation will
help revitalize that particular
block of Summit, a low-income
area where one “problem” prop-
erty is the source of frequent
complaints from neighbors and
is a suspected site of drug traffic.

Elizabeth Lee can be reached
at (a26) 578-6300, Ext. 4461, or by
email at
elizabeth.lee@sgun.com.
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